


Workshop on Corporate 
Volunteering: Better Social Capital. 
Stronger Business

In March 2023, India@75 organized a workshop on 

corporate volunteering. It brought together corpo-

rates and civil society to help each understand the 

other’s perspective on the role that corporates can 

play in helping increase impact on the ground. In India, 

non-profits often form the last mile in service delivery. 

These organizations, while being extremely committed 

often lack core skill sets needed to run efficiently. Cor-

porate volunteers can play a key role by stepping in to 

fill these skill deficits and buiding the capacity of these 

organizations to deliver better. The workshop included 

a panel discussion and group activities.



Dreamscapes India@75 Foundation engaged with different 

stakeholders to arrive at the people’s vision of an 

inclusively developed India@100. For students, 

specifically, it conducted a school competition themed 

‘My Dream. My India’. Students of age group 10-18 years 

shared their dreams and visions for their country through 

poster designs, poetry, short essay. The competition drew 

creative and forward-looking ideas for India’s journey 

towards its centenary year.
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Poster designed by Harshvardhan 

Dhala, student of Std XI, Apeejay 

School Saket. It depicts India as a 

vibrant country that is a tapestry 

of cultures, and defined by tech-

nology advancements, economic 

growth and environmental sus-

tainability. The artist makes a point 

of illustrating India‘s position as a 

global leader committed to peace, 

equality, and cognizant of its rich 

cultural heritage.
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Raunak Singh, a student of Class 

X, Apeejay School, Panchsheel 

Park, won a prize for his vision of 

“India@100,”. His poster captures 

an India that takes the moral high 

ground and pursues economic 

advancement ethically, keeping the 

larger good in mind. What makes 

this artwork especially interesting 

is its strong comment on corrup-

tion and poverty. 
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मेेराा भाारत

अभि�माान हैै मैंं� भाारतीीय हूँँ�, यह हिं�ंदुुस्ताान हैै मेेराा

यहाँँ� घंंटि�योो कीी गूँँ�ज सेे होोतीी संंध्याा, शंंख नााद सेे होोताा नि�त सुुबह सवेेराा

माातृृभूूमि� माँँ� कीी गोोद सीी, नदि�योंं� काा जल हैै पाावन

ऋतुुएँँ भीी त्योोहाार यहाँँ�, सीीख सभीी सेे लेेतेे यहाँँ� चााहेे रााम होो याा राावण

एकताा केे भााव नेे सबकोो बांं�धाा हैै एक दौौर सेे

दुुश्मन भीी थर-थर काँँ�पेे हैंं� चााहेे आए कि�सीी ओर सेे

शहीीदोंं� कीी शहाादत कोो यहाँँ� पल पल यााद कि�याा जााताा हैै

जब आन पड़ीी देेश कोो ज़रूूरत, क्रांं�ति� काा नााद कि�याा जााताा हैै।

कि�साान भीी हैै देेशभक्त यहाँँ�, और देेशभक्त जवाान हैै

अहि�त देेश काा नाा होो मुुझसेे, यहीी मेेरीी देेशभक्ति�ि काा प्रमााण हैै

माानाा मेेराा देेश देेवभूूमि� हैै और हैै गुुरुु-भूूमि� पर अपवााद यहाँँ� भीी हैै 

रााम-रााज यहाँँ� हैै, तोो वोो रााक्षस रााज यहाँँ� भीी हैै

मृृदुुल व्याावहाार वि�शेेष यहाँँ�, पर भ्रष्टााचाार यहाँँ� भीी हैै

सभ्यताा-संंस्काार देेश कीी नीीव हैै, पर अत्यााचाार यहाँँ� भीी हैै

जि�स कन्याा कोो देेवीी तुुल्य माानाा हैै, उसीी कोो बेेआबरूू करनेे काा रि�वााज़ यहाँँ� भीी हैै

येे कमि�यांं� हैै मेेरेे देेश मेंं�, इन्हेंं� दूूर करनाा चााहूँँ�गाा

अहिं�ंसाा हैै मेेरेे संंस्काारोंं� मेंं�, पर इन बुुरााइयोंं� काा खूून करनाा चााहूंं�गाा

अब बदलााव ज़रूूरीी हैै, सि�र्फ़  ��सीीमाा पर लड़नाा हीी नहींं� हैै देेशभक्ति�ि 

देेश केे लि�ए प्याार, देेश-हि�त केे लि�ए जीीनाा मरनाा भीी हैै देेशभक्ति�ि

 माात्र वीीर जवाान हीी नहींं�, जन जन मेंं� होोनाा चााहि�ए देेश हि�त काा भााव 

आत्मनि�र्भरर� होोगाा देेश मेेराा, नहींं� रह जााएगाा कि�सीी भीी प्रकाार काा अभााव

राानेेश चाँँ�दनाा

India of My Dreams (India@100)

A golden hour, lightening skies, With the nightingale’s silver tongue Awakes a 

nation, young and bright, And a million dreams are sung.

Dewy green lands, far and wide, A breath of sweet fresh air. Healthy food, 

bodies and minds, Rivers with nectar - crystal clear.

Nature basks in its glory,

Spotless roads sparkle with pride. Days shine with peace, harmony, Not an 

empty stomach at midnight.

Climbing towards the peak of advancements, A thousand pauses and rewinds.

Golden words edging us on;

“Made in India” etched in our minds.

United by our diversity, differences, Prospering past our boundaries; Everyone 

is equal, beautiful, content, Love is what everyone gives and seeks.   

Every day we take a step closer to

The sky – its limits beckon to us,

We hold our hands together

And reach for the moon, the stars above us.

From ashes of past failures,

Rise tall the monuments of our triumph, Our victories – we learn,

We grow and mould our future bright.

At the golden hour, dawning skies,

She lives in the past, present and future;

A thousand years old, or just a hundred,

Dwelling in our hearts, in our dreams she’s nurtured.

A perfect world, a perfect vision. Let’s build our own utopia.

It’s our mission.

ISHITA SONI,

Class XIB, Apeejay School, NOIDA
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Essay: India of My Dreams

Jeff Bezos once said, “ I predict that the 21st century will be 

India’s century.” This is certainly a wonderful thing to hear 

as an Indian. We are the most populated country in the world 

and there are a lot of talented people in our country. We are 

also the biggest democracy. But,we are not the most advanced 

country in the world. We are also not the best democracy. We 

rank only 131 out of the 188 countries in the Human Devel-

opment Index. Clearly, there are a few problems.

India has a few internal problems which act as an obstacle on 

its way to becoming one of the most developed countries. We 

have great education institutions. However they are few in 

number and not available to the masses. India has a literacy 

rate of 77.7%. People have to be educated for the country to 

progress.The lack of funds and opportunities in India makes 

all the top students of our country go abroad and to earn a 

living there. Right now we are lacking in the research de-

partment. We buy all the technology from foreign countries.

People can’t afford proper food, education, homes, etc. due 

to their poor financial conditions. There is a lot of garbage 

and dirty water lying in the country. The hygiene is poor. 

There are not enough hospitals which provide people with 

the care they require. Politics is also a cause. The politicians 

just want power and money. They make empty promises just 

to gain support. Corruption in the government is preventing 

them from introducing good policies. People are also highly 

underpaid for their work. There is no shortage of labour in 

India so the employers get away with paying less than the 

minimum wages.

But, ignorance of the people is the biggest one. Some people 

are resistant to change. There are numerous social evils 

present in the society. The whole society is divided on the 

basis of caste and religion. The religious groups fight amongst 

themselves. People still discriminate against the untouch-

ables and the lower caste people. They are denied the rights 

they deserve. Gender inequality still exists. Women are paid 

less than men for the same work. Some families provide 

their daughters with minimal education and stop them from 

working. These are all issues which need to be tackled.

We have made a lot of progress in our 75 years of indepen-

dence. We need to continue on this path and eliminate all the 

issues which we are facing. In the next 25 years, I would like to 

see more than 95% of the country literate and everyone under 

the age of 20 to be educated. This will make sure that we can 

identify the talented students and provide them with the aid 

they need. They will be our future and take our country to 

new heights. With computers being the future of the world, 

a lot of funds have to be invested to make sure that India 

becomes one of the biggest if not the biggest technology 

centre of the world. India would be the leading country in 

research and development and we would not have the need 

to buy technology from other countries.

This will increase job opportunities for the students which 

will reduce the number of people going to foreign countries 

for jobs and in turn help in improving our economy. The Garib 

Kalyan Anna Yojna does provide people with ration. It has 

been successful till now but a lot more families need the ration 

to survive. I would like to see all the people who require the 

ration get it when they need it. The hygiene conditions will 

have improved. Diseases like Typhoid, Cholera, etc. which are 

spread due to consumption of contaminated food and water

should become minimal. Everyone in India should be able 

to get free healthcare as soon as it is required. Ambulances 

reach your homes in under 10 minutes. This will reduce the 

number of deaths.

Corruption should no longer exist. The politicians will be 

thoroughly investigated and if they are found guilty of unfair 

practices they will not be allowed to contest elections. The 

salaries of the citizens will be fair and they will not be un-

derpaid at all. The caste system would have been completely 

eradicated in the country. Nobody would be denied their fun-

damental rights just because of their caste. Everybody would 

be living in harmony and nobody would be forced to follow 

any religion. Gender equality would have been achieved. Men 

and women will be treated as equals and families would not 

favour their sons over their daughters. This is what India will 

look like 25 years in the future.

We have a lot of work to do if we want to become one of the 

most advanced countries. It will not be easy to reach our final 

goal. This will require a lot of detailed planning. Money will 

have to be invested in it. This will take a lot of resources but 

it is the goal we should strive for. If all this works then we can 

become one of the best democracies of the world. Everyone 

in our country will be happy. People will not shift to other 

countries for job opportunities. Our cultures will spread 

across the world. Our ideology of peace and diplomacy will 

be known by others. This will be the India which I would like 

to see 25 years in the future.

SHLOK SINHA,

Class IXA, Apeejay School, Panchsheel Park

Essay: India Of My Dreams 

India’s road to freedom was undoubtedly not a simple 

one. Beginning withAlexander the Great in 320 BCE 

and continuing through the invasions of  theMongols, 

Mughals, Persians, and Europeans, India has been invaded 

nearly 200times.

After a brutal and heartbreaking partition between India 

and Pakistan, weeventually attained our hard-earned in-

dependence in 1947. Since then, India hasundoubtedly 

progressed and has had become much more democratic.

But what are the insights I, as the future of  my country, 

have some insights abouthow india would look after 25 

years in the year 2047.

In the India of my dreams, there will be peace and harmony. 

Every citizen will beliterate. India will reach great heights. 

It will be free of violence, terrorism, hungerand suffering. 

It will be filled with compassion, peace and happiness.

Every Indian will be happy. Every type of  work will be 

respected. Higheststandards of  cleanliness and hygiene 

will be maintained in the India of  my dreams.

This is India, a land of  peace, prosperity, and honesty 

where telling the truth is notfrowned upon and where 

there is no corruption. It will be a nation where everyoneis 

pleased to be an Indian, where women are respected, and 

where people of  allreligions coexist.

How will this happen? Is it even realistic to achieve such a 

goal? Can we achieve itin a time period of 25 years? These 

are some questions that pop up in my headwhen I think 

of the India of  my dreams...

Our constitution has laid down many provisions to achieve 

if  not all then most ofthese goals for a better and brighter 

india. Then where does the problem occur?

The thing is that according to me it’s really difficult to get 

these provisions ontothe ground level. Therefore to start 

the development of  india to become like mydream india 

we have to work on to eradicating few of these aspects

•	 Corruption

•	 Gender and caste discrimination

•	 Inequality

•	 Education System

•	 Basic Sanitation

•	 Healthcare System

•	 Poverty

•	 Pollution

•	 Women’s Safety

After focusing on all these factors, we would be able to 

observe changes in boththe India of  today and the India 

of  25 years from now. To achieve each of  ourindividual 

ambitions, we must all work together.

AASHINI SAMEER,

XA, Apeejay School, Panchsheel Park
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Way Forward

India has been taking huge strides towards becoming 

a superpower on the global stage throughout this time, 

and Indian Industries are working towards ensuring 

that India stands on its strength when we celebrate 

our centenary year in 2047.

CII and India@75 Foundation commenced the National 

Visioning Exercise to create a National Vision Document, 

India@100: The People’s Agenda, with a focus on being 

future-ready while strengthening the core. The vi-

sioning exercise has undergone a rigorous input gath-

ering exercise, encapsulating the aspirations of the 

citizens from a large cross-section of society for the 

next 25 years.

The Indian Government is collaborating with businesses 

to create India’s progressive economic growth narra-

tive for India@100. In the next 25 years, the aggro-

tech industry will not only achieve self-sufficiency in 

agriculture but will strive to become the ‘food basket 

for the world.

We will continue to drive large-scale job creation, 

combined with gainful income and social security. 

The 2047 vision for India is to attain the stature of 

becoming the global supplier of services such as an-

imation and visual effects, further leveraging a young 

and skilled workforce.

India envisions ranking among the top 5 exporters in 

the world. India has already made great strides under 

the ‘Make in India’ and Aatma Nirbhar Bharat’ initia-

tives and will strive to become a global manufacturing 

hub, focusing on expanding beyond cost-efficiency 

towards rapid innovation, high quality standards, and 

sustainability.

In addition to economic growth, revitalising India’s soft 

power in sociocultural domains such as art and culture, 

tourism, and sports is of utmost importance.

Critical areas where India aims to innovate to stay 

ahead of the curve include climate and sustainabil-

ity, transformative technologies, and digital platforms. 

These areas will provide unique opportunities where 

India can pioneer and collaborate with other nations 

for shared development. As the world’s fastest-growing 

economy, the focus of India@100 will be on develop-

ing futuristic technologies such as green hydrogen, 

carbon capture, utilisation, and storage, sustainable 

packaging, and so on.

To build a roadmap on the value system of Vasud-

haiva Kutumbakam for an inclusively developed India 

at 100, focusing on the following broad vision elements 

is essential:

	● Achieving holistic leadership in the new world order

	● Maximising equitable economic progress

	● Revitalising soft power

	● Innovating to stay ahead of the curve

	● Transforming India’s core to unlock its full potential

India@100 will pave the way not only towards a signif-

icant improvement in the Human Development Index 

but also towards becoming a growth engine for the 

world economy.

Moving towards India@100, the India@75 Foundation 

is deeply engaged in working on intersectoral, inter-

sectional, and interlinked facets of nation-building 

through collaboration with diverse stakeholders such 

as the government, think tanks, academic and research 

institutions, industries, thought leaders, visionaries, and 

civil society experts. The India@100 visioning exercise is 

aimed at weaving citizen aspirations into a single thread 

that works as a roadmap for individuals, associations, 

industries, government institutions, and civil society to 

work towards an inclusively developed nation.

The way forward now, beyond India@75, is to continue 

working towards nation-building but with a renewed 

approach for shared, sustainable, and inclusive devel-

opment through an increased focus on establishing in-

tersectoral synergies and linkages between the national 

vision and the state vision set out for an inclusively 

developed India@100 by 2047.





The India @ 75 Foundation Journey

India @ 75 was taken up by CII as the flagship initiative toward its Nation Building agenda. In order to give it a larger 

mandate, India @ 75 was instituted as a Foundation Trust on 13 July 2012.

CII’s work on India @ 75 started when India turned 60 in 2007. Enthused with the thoughts shared by late Prof CK 

Prahalad at the India @ 60 celebrations in New York, CII adopted the idea since then under India @ 75 has been 

working on what India needed to do to shape up as a Morally, Economically and Technologically Advanced Nation.

In 2008, 14 years ago, CII facilitated a public visioning exercise, led by experts, and interviewed over 6000 people 

from 17 states to find out what they thought India needed to do to become such a country. These people ranged 

from simple fisherfolk to Ministers and Bureaucrats. The findings were synthesized into a vision document called 

India @ 75: The People’s Agenda.

This vision gave rise to an eponymous movement called India @ 75. This was an industry-led, multi-stakeholder 

movement that sought to catalyze strategic collaborations between groups on issues critical to the holistic devel-

opment of the country. One of the first people to understand and appreciate the intent of the movement was the 

Honourable Prime Minister, who was then the CM of Gujarat. Many of the India @ 75 vision elements found their way 

into the development discourse under his leadership. Skill India, Digital India, Smart Cities Mission and Startup India 

are some examples.

India @ 75 Foundation is extensively working towards seven vision elements – Skill Development, Urbanisation, 

Healthcare, Inclusive Development, Technology, Entrepreneurship & Innovation, Business and Economy.

India @ 75 Foundation has been working to accelerate India’s development journey by catalysing important collab-

oration between Industry and other stakeholder groups in areas critical to the nation’s development such as the 

Volunteering initiative, Functional Literacy Programme (FLiP) and Aspirational District Programme etc.

It started working extensively to establish the culture of both general and pro-bono volunteering. Technology was 

seen as a vital enabler to scale up people engagement by catalysing more collaboration and thereby elevating the 

pursuit of India @ 75 to a movement mode. This led to the development of robust online platforms like the National 

Volunteering Grid (NVG) to connect NGOs with citizens and Industry so that they could collaborate on issues of 

common interest.

CII has aggressively advocated the India @ 75 vision on strategic platforms. This has contributed to a conducive 

environment for indigenisation, skilling, digitalisation and financial inclusion.

India @ 75 Foundation

The Mantosh Sondhi Centre, 23 Institutional Area, Lodi Road, New Delhi 110003, India

Email: info @ indiaat75.in; www.indiaat75.in
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